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MERCVRIV'S FEVE wErv 
" Wherein he Relates what hapned to bam i in 
His feverall Shapes and Tranſmigrations. | 


the name of Mercury hath been 
LaNs lacky 1o defyl'd, that ſcarce a ſcurti- 
DEN  lous ſheetc hath appeard, bur it' hath 
'® aflumed his Name , yet fince't 

injured him only in his Office, of h- 


DT 
a». much 
heard of, I am, who do now pan, coho ths, 
that 1 have a nacurall, or phyfical capacity roo, though 

be but a modernc one, wherein I amt as feviceableto y 
aus, 25 I was herecoforeto Iupiter. 

It is not yet full an. hundred years ſince Mercury wack 
Yulcan a Cuckold, and had firſt ro do with Yeme,” ever 
ſince vvhich time L am known by the pleaſing ap Gi 
of ſweet Mercary: Since Paracelſus made me one of his 
nity, confticuting me ths third principle, or crearbt of il 
things, Ehave been Tuſficiemly ychafed by his Siceffors, 
for whereas. heretofore T plaid —_ theef for mink oivit uſe, 

now 


/ 


(2) 
now the Com ſcnd me to he Hog your 
ro pick the money out ir worſhbips ; -and 
ey bd elk you nothing in exchange, yer they call 
irrranſmuration : and if they would bop here, they were 
as reaſonable as other Phyſitians z but they ſend me of an 
- errant intothe bowels, and bodies of both ſexes, where I 
ſhould, though an unpleafing gueſt; ſojonrne all my life, if 
I did not ſometimes make an eruption, or get our at ano- 
ther door, like -that poor Queene, who funke down ar 
Checring Croſs, and roſe up at Queene-Hijve : by 
this meanes I. come to know the, ſecrets of perſons, of 
all conditions and qualities, which for the publick good I 
do intend:todeclare/ inthis enfaing Diſcourſe. + 
Firſt, then, that I may not be thought a Leveller, I will 
begin with the. Lords in Parliament af bled:Into one-of 
whom I got admittance (it feems the priyiledge of Peere 
.proteds. chem-only from Law, bur not\from Phyſick) 
here I expected to have been at the inventing of ſome rare *|- 
Plot, agreeable ro my: aGive nature; forit was juſt as the 
Scots. Army had entred upon Exgliſb ground , and to thar 
end, £200g to have.mountcd +up-into this great perſons 
head,bur'I found thar ſo filled with lead before, that there 
was no roome for poor Mercury , nay, I could not make 
him ſcnſible of the dangerous courſes he run, ſo that I 
. found nothing more certaine then that, Ex quovis ligno non 
fit Mercurins. We ſhould ſtay ſometimes three houres ro- 
gether in ns of what the 1»ni#4 of Ladies had 
contrived, which we ſwallowed without bones, whence 
Tlearned, that as the Commons are ſervants to the peo- 
ple, ſo the Lords are tothe Ladies : bur this courſe of life 
was ſocomrary-to my Genius, to fit ſtill three or. four 
hqures and do nothing,” that I rooke the opportunity of 
| his 


(3) 
his yawning, | (for he'never ſpoke,) to ſteale 'out of his 
mouth arid” be gone 5; though fince Þ heare I might have 
ng EEO ue bus more. 5m 
'. When: thus! had 'obtained: my libetry, I found the 
Army was marching out of Wales, to fightthe Scars then 
would I. rather then my life - have curned Souldier, to 
have revenged the many ainjunes, affront, and confine- 
ER me/by- Quacksof. thar' Nation, who arc 
more, | dare ſay;therrofall the world beſide y bur I per- 
ceived it wasa harder marrer to ger inrothe Army,/'then 
intothe houſe'of Peers: in-fumme;,/ it yvas impoſſible to 
obraine- entrance, * wherthcy ir- were that they would nor 
ſpend ſo lf*hely, or that they haveiall 'h mEWIVes, 
(as moſt other Preachers have} I know nor, bur now ir 
will be much rfore difficult rogain adniiflion, foras much 
as I underftand they have caſt-off+ their Doctor of -Phy- 
ſick :-well fare the Cavalier Souldiers yer, [they 
arc better born, yer they are not ſohard of acceſs;a Gen- 
tleman, as'the hathvit, is known by his Gentleman- 
like conditions: this Iam fure ( my friends of the Army ) 
they would never have-{uffered themſelves ro-have- been 
twice conquered by ſuch Series as you are; if they had 
beentam Marte, quam Mercurio. | 

Being diſappointed here, I thought to-make my addreſs 

tothe Iunia-Ladycs,that I might comprehend(though a- 
the Lords I could nor, by what deepe and grave 
councels, this laſt Suramers war was mannaged; bur I fai- 
led of my attempt there too) for they were ſo ſtricken in 
years ( as wiſdome youknow , 1s the daughter of gray 
haires) and had been ſo accuſtomed to cMercuries ſervice, 
that they were grown (like Mithridates) proof againſt me, 
and knew by experience that I r Rr like Herb _ ro 
3 them, 
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them , and could doe no further good 60 their. faces, ot 
harmetothcir boncs 3 all that Llearns here, was; thas moſt 
of the beauties rurnewgs afterward; ; as-ndruraily as a 
Caterpillar becomes a burterflic ; and laſt df all, arrive ro 
be Srariſts, baht H 
' Finding my ſclfc like thus to remaine in Cxerpe, I reſol. 
ved to doe as Gallams doe,who when(in a long vacation, 
or plague time-} they finde them(ſclves deſtnute;of the 
amours of gallant Ladies ( which you will ſay,' is a hard 
caſc-in'thefe dayes ) arc faine to e themſelves to 
Bloomeshury;, ſo T, rather then-I would want a place to 
hide:my-head in ;: rendered/my (clfe ar diſcretion to; my 
old enemy the Chywift;! who when he bad exluitined and 
tortured me,fent me priſoner into the'body of I fat Law- 
er, who had not long before married a:[Zdics daughcer, 
y which match he becameſo much a Gr he 
was madefit-for my Company ; ar my firft.catrance: thio 
his head; I found al indiforder; nathing bur crabbed cn- 
tails and caſes; bnt I mended the conveiances indais brain, 
and opened more obſtructions then are mn the ſale of Bt- 
ſhops Lands:: ar laſt, his lintle'Law, and lefle !equiry, by 
the helpiof rhe nimblenceffe lent his congue , b x 
Fndy's home, for I put menralt-inco him, and heplayed 
the Phyloſophers ſtone, and turned all chac merrall 4n- 
to'Gold.; had not;he then a good wite, that could. heigh- 
ren-his eloquence thos/; and-by her practice mend his ? 
One day my Lawyer went to plead ar the Committee of 
Indempniey, -and as:he was opening a Petition , I crept 
wp inro-one of his eyes, to peep out, 'and looke abour me, 
ro fee if: could ſpierany of my acquaintance , and:vuho 
ſhou}d:E firſt blur upon , but a-wortlyy Member; of that 
Committee, whoſeunward friend Fhad long/beeng when 
he 
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he ſavy me, he was fo angry, that1 Fog come to af- 

fronit and tpbraid him there, that he filenced o pay. ' Coun- 

ſellogr , and vyould never Ms Perk n our nce. 

N , my Patron was. nog ons r ade 

t, and a5 he was trimming himſelfein the g 

Teas notabftaine mo looki abroad againe, 6: Cc 
refleHiqn his 'rever when fog 

pe we; 


ts dear ſhaved, d 3 coife on his head, 1. (on 
my ſclfe'to be a pt to op of tel ance ron 
Marrons , in whoſe corps I had been {o often corrhent 
nl eg To books OY in a 
6 Fw" carryed une: 2 
halfe vv vill be be tif 

eb Te oy to haye double oy 

\ BREY got out here, 1 = oa ids 


pen to ne worſe, andc 


Thou bee (as the Devils wa "into 


7 Fog ws ; 


rs ſcarſe, _ Mer 

I'was I roxrie my fortune anew , 

ſclfe appremrice roan Apothecary ,, i Figu __ 
metro one of your renevyers of nature. emi Gi 
Ladies faces, who was a french man, ' come — 
ro xecruit , and lengthen our Engliſh by ; My ocw 


Maſter clapt me intoa pot, with ſome. 9 
and ſent me to. a Comma Locks , new come to Towne, 
to take off her husbands Sequeſtration , from whom ſhe - 
had received rwq things in commiſſion :; Firſt, to ſtrive 
to looke faire when ſhe went. to the Lords, and then. to 
rake care , ſhe fell not acquainted , with the wits z and 
Hs by : a great Lady addreſt ro my, Maſter, and being 

ed'in thefirſt Paine, , by ſpreading mie as- thick as 


read and butter on her. face, ſhe goes en morning to 
Weſtminſter, 
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mons Horſc, Sher Pen vip | 
handſome Geneleman, » POW wdered , perfumed , and. 
roknd” with tibbons of ſeverall colours, came out, th 
vvhom ſhe makes her application,and cries, Sir, if 
| ſure you vere not onc of the wits (-as 1- 
none, for youleeme to be a fine, Gentleman) EB; era in- 
vite youto my Page z bur rvrtga my bo ana bath 
given me-warning of thoſc by mow, who dou fay, 
ifa Lady. doe but ple ry al 
bled #ith the - rhe emie-ath mow. lj be 
bones , orifemtly they make loags, 4 'T 0 her, 
and doc no more eltecme the em of perſons. of 


y, then of am ora Landreſſe : The Mon- 
"ich a lo 4 Tbeſeech you Madam t9 
ſai your el th $i | of the wits ,.if I ware, 1 
carce have thehionour'to fir vvithin the-walls-of 
s ron they alas" are careleſſe , Nlovenly people, 
Nye A ny cloarthes , powder, linnen, na nay, 
_ or of France ; efides , 1 voted. the 
rmy be. ded © hteen monerhs agoc,- with fix 
weekes pay, Ken wh er (ince been of the fide againſt 
chem ,-cven ſincethe Scots were beaten, and made a bon- 
firear 1 my doore , the laſt 19. of November. - And then 
Madam, tis well knovvne;; chat I honour great Ladies 
ſo much , that Iam ſekdome our of their company, and 
had racher looſe my money ar rwelve-peny-Gle « with 
them, though I ſee them jogg one another”, or be ſcene 
with them in a'velvet'coach'in Hide*pa es oug hir coſt 


me tyvo peeces in ſteps; .or ventute'my to enjoy. 
the 


(79 
che oldeſt: of rhem-, 5 H_ plunged.in the embraccs of 
a young, freſh, innocgnt Counrey beauty, with an Or» 
__ dinaticeof-ani nity\mher-brecech : more he would 
have faid',-burmy Lad ay was by this ſatisfied , rhar the 
eman was none of the wits , which makes her in- 
vite him'ro her | in Covent Garaen., about eleven 
_ night : hepromiſed to obey the fummons!, 
hfor the preſent he was much diftrated with-pub- 
lique neſle ; and had his head full of freedome, ho- ho- 
noutrand fafety. 
He keeps the affignation, and comes, after the-uſuall 
complements ,- ſhe fals ro ral} che ſtory of her life and 
bufineſſe., which is- roo dull for UItercary ro renvern- 
ber, and conculdes al} an carneſt 


ow of thiekr EIT=a7 # fecais hom 
then © They fer" I Schoole Pivinry- and Pa- 
rhes:; 'Others fo# inventing new-'R z Some For 
Politics 4"T he inferivur-ſorr; forPolcry, and'hll for 
ks. Hither dtl'the young Counices, and Innes 

"of Court DG yorenens re SO 
75 a kethe ft new: play-or no2whauther ſwch 
As be'Eride tp/for: a wits or -ſuoh-a new face 
Yarikr- i Argo way ? wvyhetherduch awoke was 
weltwritten + and/they/pave out their orders; 45 
"Sip Odlleder td; hai Diatrinc Way to: He proache. 
ARE ho konomed- cyery where 
Court,” mg 5 Metorboniignbl) lavght 

at; 
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at z notwithſtanding ſome of them pos fince , were 
converted from/being \wits , and.dyed in, the |Kings ſer- 
vice; Thoſe rhatremaine of them- ,-are ſo few, and ſo 
fcartered , that they are-notable ro fer up; ſuch;ofthem 
as are of the Kings fide, are all to be Secretaries.of State, 
the reſt arc abqur: this Townyz you may know-them by 
their diſcourſes of the affaires and reſolutions of Chriſten- 
dome; by their qurioſicy and deſire to fee ſtrange things, 
bytheir crying corne our Engliſh wayes and behaviour, 
by their inve@ives againſt the Ladies of rhis Towne; 2 
Lady cannot whiſperin Company, -but they arc, fo ma- 
licipus', thatiit muſt be - an: appointment, , or. ar leaſt, 
wantzof breeding; If a Countefleralke aloyd,,: ſweare, 
or drinke a quart of Sack: ar a meeting, they, will help 
her into a Lampiyn ; In ſumme, the pooxe beauties of this 
Age and in more aweof.them,/ thea.they dog; of 0bs- 
diah; If a Lady lip afide at aball,and bcJoſt two, h 
withher Gallant, [the-wits finde ber our :.1f a maid 
butout of, Towne three: monthes, , or a young widdow 
leave off her buske:,. they will: be. playing rhe Phyloſo- 
phers, 2 Iqwanry'> 9 cauſe; FER Lady, can- 
nor cat her break-faſt in bed;and- ding within an houre af- 
rex ,' make colation at Hide-Parke, and another ar 
Spriag-Garden, andthen on toa great Supper at' Picadil- 
ty , or che Beare,; and at laft,;be entertained with a Ban- 
quet on the water,;: and this not aboye ſix times a week, 
bucrheſe will be.aptro thinke ther a'glurron, And then 
they will make you ſuch Encomiums. of the "Ladies of 
Queen #lizabeths rime , who underſtood worth , and c- 
Reemed:men of parts -( and thoſe they, would have you 
. Conceive to. be-fuch as; themſelves /) they tell you. that 
then an Anagram on-a Miſtreſſes name , or a ey x 
er 
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her could. preyaile more then all 'ahic Sullibubs; and 
Cheeſcakes of: the Age; whereas theſe women-( -they 
tell you had rather heaxe one: cric 'God dam-me Ma- 
dam. ,/-or whiſtle a French-cune,, thenbave whole: iw4r- 
cadiaes made tothem : thenthey will count you long ſto- 
,_ , what _ _ NE tp += aaron thoſe 

ayes provide ir ters , de, that now, 
ifa od Gent|l&yoman doe not marry a foole,her.1mo. 
ther will thinke her caſt away ;  and'if the poore Bride- 
groome prove intime to have any Sparkes of wiſdome, 
15 ready to put him for'a cheat. They will urge: next, 
that there was no Lady inthoſe dayes', 'burt ſcorned to 
-accept Diamond Rings, to-bave Gownes ſent themi by 
Gentlemen our of France, tobe; fancied at Faires, or be 
truſted by Millaners , for gloves, ribbons', or. Spaniſh 

\xed , or to walke in the Exchange to have ſweet mearts 
wventhem, Ifa woman of quality be led/in Spring gar- 
de", by a Gentleman bare-headed,” you: ſhall have one 
of them breake a jeſt;and-ery,why ſhould men be (uffer- 
ed intheſe dayes of Reformation to worſhip in Groves 
IF any of them get admitrance into a Ladics' chamber, 
and finde her Sperma-cats-marke, he exclaimes. (by way 
of a Saryricall ſtrong line ) oh what acafe are;we poore 
men in, that the whales luſt muſt 'be 'brought- hiches co 
enflame ours ! If he finde out her Sunday weth, though 
they,be of. pureſt Ivory, they cannor ſcape him , bur he 
will crie out ,, What, muſtborh-che Seaand Land Man-' 
ſers, Leviathas and Bohemoarh contribute to the luxury 
. of this Age 2 one go plaiſter the cheeke, and the other co 
 - repaire'the jaw. * burtheſe are ſometimes {corned in their 
- kinde, for 4 am! credibly informed, that be who-yrit 
ww : ; 2 ' 


the 
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the Parliament of Ladies, dycd noviongafier; of a Prya+ 
piſtne, and nota Lady, - or: Gentlewoman in this Town 
could: be: entreared to take picie on him, and! qurethitm:z 


+ 


a menc much like thar, which befelt the Anmthbor af 
i, who loſt-r living for want of a: Lawyer. 
Then they-are as hard ro -be/pleaſed with:men-too,and- as 
Cenſorious as Schoole-maſters :-They wilt:allow-a-quib- 
ble x0 be no jeſt,/8 cannor-heare a:guiÞle: with patience, 
rheydiſpraiſe you Qwarlles,qgnd Wishers works,and<cric up 
DÞ# (Donnes. Poms, Coofers Hith, and Mr. Mayes Gontinn- 
ation :- And-if-any: of theav chance to: be- marritd;,: or 
keopa Miſtreſſe, . they are as vigilant- over them , and: as 
jealous\/ Hetethe young Lady could hold no longer;bur 
exclaimed , - marry ! pt andere. He: heave 
ne morc:of chem”, I keep 'my -ſelfe well enough 
- uw aoy Ar addes, Sir, aut A _ and you ny 
have farre-ro'your lodgings, 'if you p to 'halh 

my bed, you thall be- very welcome, for toy Huabttnd 
ſaith, he is {o confideat of. my affeQtion, chat he: dares 
rruſt me with. anyliving : The Genzleman was ſome- 
whar ſtartled in Conſctence-, forto ſay truth , his cdn- 
'verſartionvith great Ladies had 'made-himtand- more in 
need of me, then the Lady : notwithſtanding”, recolle- 
Qik himſelfe , ro phonthe: tnm Ao NSN 
'the Covenant ) did-engage himto bri elinquenrs ro 
puniſhment , of whomthe Lady was = ; hovnad , 
-andleaps into the bed, and the (asſoone as ſhe -had pnt 
viit'the candle) rakes a cloath, and wipes me off from 
her cheeke, and ſhewes me a way tovvard the fire , by 
: the helpof which 1 ſoone evaporared away, and-gortimy 
- Libertie,/ withour- being able to know whar this pr 
mem 
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member did.in her husbands ,” or her bufineſſe.” 


The deſcription-I had heard - waa II me 
wich arbicion,, ta-be in the $1 ST em, 
vvhichavas croſt. along time ob for Orig -MEn 
havelitele to do. vvi IS ng afia 
Baud,and a Hr got # erence inapone, whoT 


perceived wo p_ ESRD ther. 
S015-man C ;H Mm '% 
Rs reſt till; he vvas rid peed ty as 
the-fame profeſſion cannor bear one another ,! vin 
was-the cauft that vve two great. vine could natilive un- 
der-qnei roeke, {0 that by the 
mademete drawn by the head/and « 
3 thecxampl e,and'/mixgcle. ofcreyhi 
ted Umoſt all- che wits, my aye hey ok 
arc ſcattered diſperl "Je 5 ikenhe 
—_ - 


eaſt Londas : 
4'this Parriarke 


the fleſh too, which made feos Log of jealoulic 
ſend; for te, and; pear-me_into.a.caudle, to. EE bio; 
be See a rootmaywngpap Spode ny 
tro- him-ane day, as he -was r e Per- 
tet | <a ent ro examine is Hebrem ard con his a 
telligence by wo—__ Mn _— next 
giving Sermon, he owed- me, -bur  his- red 
OVErcame me, it being naturall for one poyſon to con- 
quer another, and ſo-I could do him no harme : bur he bad 
lntle necd, ol my help; for he never preached, bur he could 
poyſon the pcople without —_—_ he was a great di- 


Ver 
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ver. of State affajres, the Presbyterian members 'rid him, 
and he tie che Ciry,and begot Petiriohs, and Remonſtran- 
ces;no man Was a more puriftuall exper of theNorrhren 
Levers then-he, in hopeto be'inſpired fron Scotlund4 fot 
the Spiric, as it did from Rome to Trent, comes thence e- 
very week ifi'a Comm Loy he was once gathering hands 
TA Om Mao 5s Sandy, rhe fo/the poople Fore 
gedfrom y to Saturday, 'tharſo rhe 'pesple: here 
: ight* ktiow heir” duty. out of 'the Pulpir 4 week-ſooner: 
When he inveighed againſt o_ of his Auditory, heYid 
it with ſo much ſcurility;rhat rhey'could not be moreaſha- 
med of them,thenthey were of him,fot he vented Libells 
in ſtead of Sermons, whilſt they thar' heatd hint did peri: 
natice, and hisPulpir was the chair of Reperirance for the 
WR FL : gt he an wth apo before a. 
embly of Ladyes; he would confure open breaſts, 

' prove black patches co*be his are Bfrke beaft,- and 
ever was in league with ſore Waiting-womani; or Chim- 
ber-maide, of whom he leathed the pame'ofevery 'pih 
"and knot, the way to put oritheix cravats; handcharc 

and cauls, Fo pin Cor Songs locks to their —_ 'and the 
:yery ingfedienrs of their waſhes dentiffiſes, and powders 
| 0 26) Torede( for ir ſtemes zaghp Ladics muſt, life bees 
be powdered,to keep them from Niniking)all' which ſerved 
him in ſtead of Schoole Divinity; which he abhorred'as 
-Popery, or Cavalariſme : when he cameo any Lords;'or 
[Parliament mats rable' ( whom he preached' into gtear 
 places,'as:rhey voted him tato livings y'rhere it/was' thar 
' he chiefly promoted: the work of Refortriation : he viſited 
every dith more ſtrialy thenthe Univetſity of 0xford,and 
impoſed'cenfures on the'Wine, 6 ſervarys; a 
FD. \uffer 
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ſuffer Glurtony to be..any,of the enumerated caſes, nor 
cauſe one wk io be Lorri from, rhe bleſſed table: 


when wg t here 5:thouy h moſt df rhe wives 
and —_— were 9 is diſpo nkry! cir 
ſpirituall, and Ne corporall morall confolatoeyhe would fneike 


into a lirele blinde Lok inHolbome, where he would 
have three: young yenches hp him, ſogreat an enemy. 
,was he tothe peat Of Rome, that, GE that Church 
ordained. for. pen ke down, the feſt, heufed! ty 
raſeit. He married his eſdeſt fon 604 Patfons aughrer;] 
whoſe father ſoon after deceaſed, and left her portionin 


Small of Presbyrerian-c bs ich ing tipt 
| the. ſtory of the times; une new 

,wh (s) ar ent ; theTrum- 

for ſo the Ws rhemſelye 

wats necd ; "heir ol, hong 


TE axes 4h" thek 
BE, = Dart pad 

, xe ents delivered to 

| Re ights, as well what Sct- 

0. be 6K'tind if he have 

mages) i r TI came away w 

og r{waded two of his teerh tofall | 

| pa n L's paſſage, and make his tedious diſcourſes 

infe 

wy time you W eleeye I had need bf a Kitle aire, 

| heirs I weng to take in St. Jameſes Parke, yvith areſolu- 
tion,that if I could, like the Camclion, live by it, neverto 
be a Caniball, and feed on mans fleſh more: vyhen 1 
came into the LERkGE ea Sunday after Sermon, dy 


CTY 
arden was b ccizlt otter "ſhnt,' 'ihd 
ts \t Kded fill the ewe Gay 
fill" 6f Ladies md Genrlemen, 
Ot "made rokweaegicky 
1868; 20d as T vvasnigh the out- 
. ſtarrs our of the cock- 

"he hal 'conveiedtiie homme, 
ed me*rhenexr morhitig toa 
re Ae fCommons;of'the/Presby- 
ement:the Gentleman made m ws faces, 8& was 
c 


to ſwallow me,” or Us I OT) 
IookTs ne -p ptr 
n to comfort 

E tiue m#eanitig of my a EEE 


t at ke knew rig ire'of Uhibthiin T; bile 
mbly withehe eto , 
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have taken i: & VP as or 
was, divided; and 

ie. legoting "ba 
\ Roadacer 
; out, bye harhb 
ih 'minge —_ 
m&ny more 0 


thing hecouched1 d The he had of 
- he would fall-inralke'Wwith people he never ſaw,and make 
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(15) 
her) choſe two Gentlemen inighr ar. leaſt 


'be bl it neowy. marr? rhedrtr © thar[5"p4 
grep yrs hr | 
ris not aa ogs dv pereneige: '\i 


leſt I be knocked {6 when his noſe grope rope, ? ſlipt out, and 
got into the noſcgay of him thar was. next me, who hap- 
ned to be of the ocher fa@tion, he"ſoohe ſnuft.. me up into 
his noſe, and chenceinto his head. © © 

When I began ro underſtand his ſc@ers, T wondred'to 
ſee him there, for I found that he was no metnber, 
unlawfully returned ; and looking into his conſcience, 
ceived he was no Ind ent neither; only he had 
received his light, that the only way to ſtay in; the 
houſe, was to ſceme ſo, ol his ſtaying there rhe } cy 
way to eſcype the comming to an account for fifty chou- 
fand-pounds-he owed-the Stare. ' Mrreury was yever inhis 
own element -till he-came tom, for T feirned my od 
trade of ſtealing, perfeRer then evet; 1 ufed before ro 
filch-here and t there, a birfrom'ſuch as.were not aware of 
me; bur-I was with one-now; who took al heſiw, even 

—_ chem thartruſted im, ant like 2rd, turned tyery 
ther trades x4 


chem ſpeak againſtthe Army, which he 2&4 [ (eſpecial- 
ly fince their rear Remonſithice Vrorm nothing; of 
countants ,-and would'threaten'to Ihf exp thy 
compounded with him : nay, te was the he Grandes (t- 
cer,to warch whar'the' Pregbyrerians whoſa te, next him 
whiſpered "one tanother, 'he' applied. icaſel ro..the 
Congregations too,* would have been centred axthe Or- 
thodox Club I 5 -Bat they Were too honeſt for 


him, 


(26) 


him , and would: talke all day of glorious lights, -and 
ſeale at nigbr to,2 baudy houle,,- wichaws- ſo, much! asa 
Lanchorne and candle « whecher for ſegrefie I know nor, 
or covetaul; oh for he was fo.hadings that ewo pence 
roaſt-beefe in Hell was a feaſt, rg, him;,- which he diſ- 
parch'c vvhenthe. Houſe was,up , for ſooner he durſt nor 
g0e,, though be ould, have cd;,: for feare; of dil- 

leaſing the Grandees :\}This cyſtome hept-hima faſtingiſo 

ong , that1 beggn to be in danger of, my life” ( for no. 
thing kills Mercury ſooner, then faſting ſpirtle ). which 


. 


'nity one. Sunday, as he was preaching in a Coach-houſe, 
in Yiegar yard, and came oe Ns without a:lavvfull 
CAlL. , ; {4 (1 15 0 og 
Reader, 1 ſhould now deſcend, to acquaint thee with 
my ſeverall tranſmigrations chrough the \Ladies of this 
wn , Yyith many of which I have had not; only-a fu- 
perficiall correſpondence ( as vviththe ſequeſtered )\ bur 
much intimacie too, Tſhould : relate how: Iwas oft 
like a Shurrle-cock, from this Lady, ;tothat Lord; from 
him, to the next waiting-woman, and ſo.tothe Roarers, 
where I learnt to ſand Hare to exchange women , and 
"call Chamber-maids Madam, and by them iſeartto the 
_ Citie, and1d backe againe to Weſtminfter. How I went 
Webe long vacation to. the Bath.,.and hovy I paſt my 
timethere, "but this would require a volume by ir ſelfe, 
and vvouldcontaine a Diurnall , or xarher NoGurnall of 
the women of this Town. 'Bur moſt men being ſo inge- 
nious in” che rukings of others, and-malicc bcing the 
careſt ingetivitie. of this Age ; I fearc Iſhould not war 
ommentators, vyho would point que every SubjeR, as 
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(17) 
if ſhe vvere named, or glanc't at , 'vvhich proceedings 
Merewry ab horves. , nothing bur this can ſublimarte mie, 
and make me poyfon, by rexdring that a Libell, which 
was meant a faithfull hiſtory : And rhough 1 am nor ig- 
norant , 'thatif I ſhould rake ſo bad -a courſe ,- I might 
happily pleaſe more generally, then I diſpleaſe , the La- 


dics of theſe times having no higher pleaſure, or greater 


Lechery, thento heare one. another ſpokeill of 5 arid to 
joynein the defamation z- yet all that cannot yvorke with 
Mercury , who amongſ all his thefts,never ſtole any per- 
ſons reputation from him ; -and though he have much of 


a Freneh man, , yet he is unkke'them' in this' qualitie &f 
theirs ; that; if they get! poſſeſſion 'of a beauty-!, -zhey 


cannot -xeſt.;-rill they proclaime her-name to all the 
world : No, the obligation I have to that Sex; is too no- 
rorious to expe ſuch a returne , they having kept me 
out of Gilders ſhops , and Schoole- Maſters clutches 
( vyhere I ſhould have made ointments for ringwormes, 
and waters for ſcabbie Children) to give. me a noble ha- 
biration in their owne bodies and bolomes. Thus much 
notwithſtanding, to avoid calumnies, I am forced to ſay in. 
generall, for mine 6yvne juſtification, Thar many of theſe 
beauties having made their breath ſtink wich talking bau- 
dy, would lay the fault upon poore Mercury. And asvfor 
the old ſaying,that Ladies never piſs,but ſpit only,though 
the modeſty of that,8 all ſuch expreffions be wholly laid 
afide, few fearing to avow any evacuation of nature , or 
rocall it by any name; yetthat Proverb was never lir- 
rerally true till now, for few females of my acquaintance 
void any moiſture, but at the pores, and mouth : Sure, if 
I had beenas much in-credir thirtic yeares agoe, as now, 
2 this 


pPy >, and- -have-/2voilletl * * 
undone hackney' Coachmen 4 for uhe: - 
ge(Tmeancſtillof: Lords and Ger * 
then the next , will be of roo de- 
of , and. will be 
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See  thereci abligaion' 
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{elfe into more ſhapes then ever 76 your | 
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is kiſled, his defire | PF 
to make Looking-glaſſes , that ſo inland reeling +j 
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